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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Napo.gon’s Prosecrs. These pro- 
jects Were, in tlie main, evident enough 
before, but they seem now to be rather 
more fully developed. ‘Khe Morninxo 
Curonicre and other prints, cali the D1- 
vorce a solemn farce;. and.they have wis- 
dom to set down the people of France’ as 
waves, because they Suffer such a thing to 
take places What! and is this, then, a 

roof that the French nation is enslaved ? 
hetones an old: woman is put away for the 
purpose of having agoung one put in her 
place; because a woman, who has been 
married to Buoaaparteé, is put away by 
him, are we to conclije that the nation are 
slaves? I must heté insert the passages, 
to which I alludes for, it -will, ano- 
ther day, be amusing to look back, and see 
how measures (whieh, dn all human pro- 
bability) will be so mmportant in their con- 
sequences, were, at first, spaken.of ip Eag- 
ltd. « The projects of Napoleon, and 
«“ the reasons for assembling at Paris all 
“‘ the host of tributary Kings and Princes, 
“ begin to be developed. ‘The first scene 
«of the drama appears to be, the long- 
« talked-of dissolution of the marriage of 
“ Napoleon and Josephine. We have ex- 
“ tracted a description of the form and 
« manner in which this Imperial pair were 
« released from thett marriage vows, and 
« which our readers will find highly amusing. 
« The farcé which was played for the 
« purpose of, giving something Iike/the ap- 
«* pearance of a legal sanction to thés pro- 
“ ceeding, is extremely laughable, Napo- 
« Jeon having thus got tid of anold woman, 
«the next step, we sdppose, sill be to 
«‘marrya young one., This, indeed, is 
«pretty plainly hinted ‘at in his speech 
** upon this subject, in which he intimates 
« his ‘desire to have children, who shall 
« inherit his love for France, and so forth.”’ 
Again, “ The solemn farce, which 
«« Buonaparté has exhibited in dissolving 
«his marriage with Josephine, is a com- 
«« bination of | tical deference to pub-, 

















“Jicopinion, with that real disregard of 
“the sentiments and understandings of 


« the better informed class%of the commu- 


, “‘ Thou hypocrite, first take the beam out of thine own eye !” ‘ 
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“nity, which the pride of power, the in- 
** toxication of success, and a temper na- 
s turally arrogant, are calculated to in- 
“spire. When-he talks of immolating 
“the most sacred of his alleciions to'the 
wants of his people, and the unexampled 
“ sacrifice which he has made, he must 
“ entertain either the most sovercign con- 
tempt for the capacities of the great mass 
of the French nation, or take a‘strange 
“delight in outraging the feelings of those 
against. whose hostiiity he considers himself 
as perfectly sccured. There must, how- 
‘’ever, be many in France whose enmiuly ts 
“not to be despised. Many who cannot 
“ endure, witlr perfect indifference, that 
 ansult should be added to their political de- 
« gradation, though it is probable thata 
“yreat majority of those ow whom this 
“solemn mockery cannot impose, will 
«dismiss the matter with a-shrug of the 
« shoulder, and a significant laugh, if they 
« cun venture so fur lo express their feelings. 
« The horrid events whiclharcompanted 
“the Revolution, the habit of submitfing to 
‘¢ the oppressions of the conscription, and 
“ the despair of being able to better their 
“situation, have prodced a degree of 
«apathy in France which even the most 
humiliating proceedings of their Tyrant can- 
«not effectually disturb.” —— A more 
senseless set of observations than these J 
do not recollect to have seen. What 
does this writer mean by a farce? What 
does he mean by the appearance of a 
legal sanction? Is not the thing real; 
and, as to legal, what more of legality 

can any thing have, than has been given to 
this divorce? The act has been approved 

of and passed by those who make laws for 

Franee ; and, if you call it fareical, you 

may, if you pl@ase, call tose acts farcical, 

by which Napoleon was made Emperor of 
the French and King of Italy,-——It is, 

therejore, downright silliness, or very 

childish affectation, to call this act afarce; 

to say, that it is /eg/h!y amusing, and extreme- 

ly laughable. Men, in‘our situation, who 

can laugh at, this act, which is evidently 

the forerunner of great events, must be 

made of strange stuff’ indeed.——I should 

like to know, too, upon what ground it is, 
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3\ POLITICAL REGISTER.— Napoleon’s Prayects. [4 
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hat Baonaparté is, upon this occasion, 


charged with hypocrisy. His conduct has 


been pretty open, | think. His motives 

r° ? "ts 4 art } iy an . | a) 
witist have en tainiv avowed, pecause ii 
cannot be a ted by other motives than 
those which he has avowed. If it bed been 


ion of mere passion that ant- 
mated lim, th 
all for the divorce: There has been no 
discuise atall. Not only is the motive evi- 
dent, but it is epenly and niest explicitly 
avowed by him; and, yet, the Morning 
Chronicle charges bim with hypocrisy. — 
Next comes a most pathetic lamentation 
over the poor French nation, whose capa t- 
tics har Uecit $O contemned, and W lose Jet A 
gs have been so outraged in this transac- 
tion. Aias! and Alas! says the Morning 
Chronicle, the poor nation have been so 
completely bent down by the habit of sub- 
mitting to oppressions, that they will hardly 
venture to express their feelings at this new 
insult, added to their political degrada- 
tion, or even at the most hwnitiating pro- 
ceedings of their Tyrant !——Alas! and 
alas! for the poor people of France ! 
Alas! poor people, their sovereten has put 
away his ott wife with a view to take a 
young one. Justasif Mr. Perry never 
knew this done before. Just as if this was 
the first tine that the thing had hoppened 
inthe world.  Jast as if the writer ima- 
gined, that, by affecting to have lost his 
own powers of recollection, he would be 
abie to deprive his readers of those powers. 

—But, pray, Sir, what reason have the 
French people to be offended at this pro- 
ceeding of their Emperor? I, for my part, 
cam see no reason whatever for their being 
offended. Jean see, m this act of divorce, 
no contempt oft: red to the mental capaci- 
ties of the Freuch vation: I can see, m it, 
no outrage offered to their feelings: I can 
see, in it, nothing insulting to the nation 


, 


nothing, either in the matter or manner of 


the whole, or any part, Of the preceeding, 
humiliating, in the smallest degree, to the 
French nation. On the contr: rv, I think 
that man’s mind must be strangely per- 
verted, who does not perceive, that the 
proceeding must be grateful to the feelings 
of the French nation; must be flattering 
to the people of France, who will certain- 
ly preter an Empress, young and of Spot- 
less fame, to one, of whom the world took 
the ‘liberty to speak rather lightly, and 
whom an English biographer has deseribed 
as one of the most infamous wretchies that 
ever lived upon the face of the earth. It 


a . : 
is Quite curious to observe, how our love | 


} 


and hatred shift about as occasion requires. 


The biographer, to whom I ajlude, and 


’ 
re would have been no need | 





‘their sanction upon it. 


whose book, I believe, is entitled the RE- 
vOLUTIONARY PLUTARCH, has described the 
Empress Josepaine as the most dissolute, 


‘and most, impious wretch that ever dis- 


giaced the female sex and form. She is, 
by this writer, said to have been one of 
those, who, in a state of perfect nudity, re- 
oresented, before the public eye, the God- 
dess of Reason; and, she is said to have 
declared, during the life-time of her for- 
mer husband, that, though she had several 
children, born afier her marriage with him, 
she was proud to say, that he was the futher 
of nether of them. I remember these 
two anecdotes; but, there are, in the 
work atluded to, two hundred, probably, 
as diszracelul as these.———This book has 
been very much read. It has been 
received with a greediness proportioned 
to the envy of some and the fear-in- 
spired hatred of others. It has been 
believed, or ailected to be belicved, by a 
great part of these who have read it; and 
no small part of our daily, weekly, 
and monthly publications have bestowed 
Well, then, if 
this book does not speak truth; if we are 
now ready to disavow the contents of this 





book, and to say, that Josephine is a 
/mighty good sort of woman, who will be- 
/lieve us in future; and what a pretty fi- 
_gure shall we make in the world? If, on 


the contrary, we stand to what we have 


said 5 if we still assert, that Josephine has 


been, and is, the most dissolute and the 
most impious wretch amongst the daugh- 
ters of Eve; if we still assert this, with 


what face can we join the Morning Chro- 


_nicle in pretending te believe, that, in put- 
ting such a woman away, Napoleon has 


|“ insulted the understanding, 


” and “ out- 


raged the feelings,” of the people of France? 


_——TIt is hardly pessible, but, really, 
upon looking over the article again, I am’ 


ete ee 








half afraid, that the Morning Chronicle 


has given a little into cant, upon this sub- 
ject, and has made an effort to induce his 
readers to consider this act of Napoleon as 
trreligious, If this be his meaning, let me 
ask him what he thinks of the divorce bills, 


which are passed in England ; and let me’ 


then ask him why a divorce bill should, 
in France, be any more irreligious than it 
isin England? Or, does he think,’ that 
the thing, when prefaced by an act. of 
adultery, is. not so trreligious as when not 
prefaced by such an act? Let me ask him, 
too, as he seems to haye his religious scra- 
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pics on board, what he thinks ef the cus- 
= tom in America, where, at any < s, he 
may hear the crier of the rome tamttag 
upon tle et: ntrance step ; proclaim, atler 


1S10. 








i three times ringing fa bell, the dissolution 
) of marriage between such aman and such 
a woman, and that, too, without any 
crime whatever having been alledged 
against either pariy to such marriage. 
Nay, I remember, when, a marriage hav- 
ing taken place contrary to the vi sh of 


the parents sof the lady, she was forcibly 
carried home, and there kept, until an act 
of the Legisiat re, without the consent of 
the husband, ced the marriage. To 
) tatk, then, Meg sceming horror, of the late 
rocee eh in France is, to say the very 
pe of it, miserably silly ; and, it has, 
esides, this very mischievous effect, that 
it draws the public mind away from that 
View of the matter which it ought to take, 
and whic h, if it did take that view, wenid 





e preparing itself for the conse quences. 
Tostead of atle cling to deugh at the grand 
political measure in question ; instead of 


‘affecting (and most wret tehed 
Pitis) to piy the people of France ; instead 
of thus wasting the precious time for, re- 
ection and preparation n, we ought to be 
well weighing the prob: ible consequences 
of this vrand stroke of policy. The 
"project, so long talked of, and such a fa- 
Yourite with the people of France, who, 
& to the street-sweepers, think that 
France ought to command the world; the 
roject of Napoleon’s being proclaimed 
EMPEROR of THE WEsT seems now to be 
on the éve of being put in execution. 
he King of Holland resi; gns, and so, it is 
‘Yery likely , will the king of Spain. These 
Bwo countries, including Portugal of course, 
? ‘once well subdued ; oncé brought to hand, 
: Bs the saying is; once rendered manage- 
able and applicable to all the purposes » of 
ar, that war will, that war must, in all 
ts terrors, be levelled against these Islands. 
—tThis is what we should think about, 
‘nd not about the legality, or illegality, of 
Napoleon’s divorce, as if we, living, for 
r sins, under a government of barristers, 
ere consulting whether we should not 
sail him with an information for bigamy. 
he divorce, especially if followed up by a 
Marriage, which shall give fair hopes of 
\ildren to the Emperor, will greatly con- 
fibute towards the establishment of the 
bntemplated Western Empire. Now 
art not, reader, at what I am going to 
iy) F should not be at all surprised, if, 
Mpposing Napoleon to succeed in con- 
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and Portagal he»were, ia 
rug West, 


S ap ala 
akine the title of Empsror ¢ 


to declare these islands to make purt of his 
dominions, in as far, at least, as related to 
title and homage. How should we like 
that? | bee the reader duly to con- 
sider it. IT beg him not to rely upon any 
thi till he has tried its foundation. 


Llow many, and how many times, have we 
been disappointed in our hopes! How 
many times has Napoleon been upon the 

brink of destruction, bodi’ Vv political ? 
Still he lives, and at the close ‘of every 
suc ceeding year, he seems twice as great 


as he was at the close of the preceding 


or 


one. At every peace, with whomsvever 
made, he gains something. IL beseech 
the reader to look ever the world now ; 
and then ca back to the epoch of the 
peace of 4 ens. Why, there is such a 


change m ; ivour of Napoleon’s power ; 
others have lost much and he has 
gained so much, that oue cannot, without 
some time spent in the endeavour, bring 
back one’s mind to the then state of things, 
Well, if this progress continue ; if success 
still attend the conqueror, and, if we still 
proceed in our present course, what does 
reason say, that our fate must he? 
But, arethere no means of efle ‘clually pro- 


SO 





viding for our safety? Are there no 
means, which shall enable us to say: 
we defy your power ? Some there are, 


who recommend peace as the only means 
of saving ourselves. I have no objection 
to peace,in the abstract; but, | do not 
see how peace is at all to tend towards our 
safety against the power of Napoleon ; 
how it can at all tend to rescue us from 
that danger, into which we have been 
plunged during the un-checked sway of the 
Pittites, Suppose, for inst: nce, that peace 

were to be treated for now, is there any 
one, except, perhaps, Fitzgerald the pen- 
sioned poet, or some suc h person, who 
could expect, that Napoleon would per- 
mit us to say one single word about 
Spain, Portugal, Holland, the Hans-Towns, 
Denmark, Naples, or any part of Italy or 
Germany? Is there any man, not much 
more than half an idiot, who supposes, 
that be would treat with us about any 
thing but mere islands and maritime sta- 
tions? Is there upon earth a wretch se 
devoid of sensé as to believe, for one mo- 
ment, that Napoleon would make any 
peace with us, except for the mere pur 
pose of being enabled to prepare for a 
war, in which we should breathe our 
last? I do not believe there is: He 
A2 






wonll make a peace; aye, would he, and 
ask for it too; for the pride of punc- 
tilio he leaves to kings who have empty 
noddles: but he would certainly not 
eufler us to interfere in the concerns of the | 
Southern Peninsula. He wouldnot hear a | 
word from us upon the subject. Well, 
then, what should we get by such apeace ? | 
Diminish our expences Yes, indeed, if we 
were to net upon diferent principles of de- 
fence than those we new act upon. But, sup- 
posing our present system all to continue , 
how should we care to diminish our ex- 
pences, either by land or sea? Napo- 
leon, who, be it observed, is never in 
any fear of us; and here | cannot re- | 
frain from taking a look at our situation 
mm this respect; at the dreadful 
against which we have to contend; and 
at the humiliating contrast which the state 
of England now presents when compared 
with her state only seventeen years ayo. 
At that time, if any one had said; at tha: 
time, when the grand master of talk was 
annually making his display of the incx- 
haustible resources of the nation; if, at 
that time, any one had risen up, at the 
end of one of the grand master’s rattling 
speeches, and foretold, that, under the | 
sway, the absolute unchecked. swav, of 
this same “heaven-born” talker and his 
disciples, the English nation should be in 
sucha situation as for itt to become a matter 
of course, that the contest, in which she 
should be engaged, shonld, on her part, be 
a contest for existence, and, on the part of } 
France, a contest merely for conguest ; if | 
any one had, at the time referred to, so 
predicted, he would have been set down 
2s amadman ora fool; be would have 
been the standing jest of all the pert tribe 
of “ young friends,” of all the swarm of 
punsters and parasites, by whom the grand 
talker was surrounded. First the grand 
talker made war against France, in order | 
to keep democracy in check; next he | 
wanted indemnity for the past and security 
for the future ; last, his disciples and suc: 
eessors are making war for our existence as 
@ nation. ‘The result of the combination 
against France puts me in mind of what I 
once saw with respect to a Cat, an animal 
renowned for its. number of lives, but not 
for more lives than the French, whom the 
grand talker, with the aid of D’Ivernois 
_ and others, killed more than nine times. 
The cat, of which I wos speaking, was 
doomed to die, and in order to save tron- 
ble, and, at the same time, to turn his care 
sais to account, he was tossed into a den, 


; 
| 
| 
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| we could not remain at peace. 
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containing nine or ten ferrets, who, it was 
supposed, by forming a grand coalition, 
would destroy him in a twinkling. In 
the morning, however, when the door of 
the den was opened, out bounced the 
‘at, leaving all the ferrets dead upon the 
straw. rom being the assailed France 
quickly became the assailant ; and other 
nations, from entertaining hopes of being 
able to partuke in the spoils of her, have, 
one alter another, had to supplicate ber 
to spare them some trifle of their posses- 
sions. ‘Lhere remains not one nation, 
Eneland excepted; in a!l Europe there 
‘mains not one, except England, which 
has not been compelled to bend the knee 
to France: and, can any man believe, that 





« Ves 
the ruler of France wi!l ever, while he has 
life, cease to endeavonr to make England 
also bend the knee ?-——Napoleon has, 
ond will have, in case of peace nothing to 
fear from us. We will need to employ 
none of bis resources for purposes of de- 
fence, while we must be always as much 
upon the alert, as if war were actually 
guing on. He will, in the meanwhile, be 
employed in building ships and in este- 
blishing anavy, and that, too, upon a scale 
of which none of us scem to have formed 
any idea. But, let any man cast his eye 
over the ports ‘and think of the maritime 
meats, of all sorts, that Napoleon will pos- 
sess; then let him look at the last « Ex- 
“pose ;” let him see what stupendous 
works are even now going on in ourenemy’S 
vast empire ; let him Jook at the extensive 
preparations which are already making, 
all pointing to the last great object, out 


| subjugation ; and then Jet him say, if he 


can, that our danger is not most immi 
nent ; let him say, if he can, that there 
ceuld possibly be, for Kngiand, any chance 
of repose in peace, unless our system un» 
dergo a change.——The peace of Amiens 

‘as never finished. Our ministers then 
told us, that we went to war again, because 
How, then, 
should we be able, with the same system, 
to remain at peace when Holland and the 
Southern Peninsula, when alt continental 
Europe in short, is moulded into one solid 
empire, under the sway of a man, capable 
of wielding it for our destruction ?——If 
peace, then, brought no repose ; if its dane 
gers and alarms were as great, or greatet 
than those of war; if it brought no sensible 
diminution of expense, is it to be expected, 
that we could long live in that-state ? And, 
is if not to be feared, that the nation, at 
‘est wearied out by the harrassing threats 
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With any alarovs in ret: in, would teel dis- 


po ed to lend its neck to bis yoke, having | 


the exam} ple of al ll other nations to keep i 
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jn. countenance ?-——The tide of Emprnor 
mr rue Wesr; the bare taking of that 
Ritle, would have wot a little eflect upon! 
mm: a6 | } rim le. The title WOU LTOVW ta Nie | 
lier r amongst us in § spat e of ourselves. ny 
a and mine the desire for repose would 
Bubdue ti ‘mains of national soirit and of 


‘antipathy towards the conqueror ; ; and, 
from that t state, it would be but one step to 
submission to his sway. Let any man 
take a calm and imp: tial view of the 
Matter; let him consider, that it must be 
he anxious desire of Napoleon to conquer 
Engiand, in which object he will have the 
hearts of all Frenchmen with him, and ia 
which object, from the joint operation 
of shame and envy, he will have with 
him the hearts of all the nations he has 
subdued ; let it be considered, that, with- 





‘out the conquest of this kingdom, Napo- | 


Jeon can never look upon his. work as half 
»Ginished : let any man calmly consider 
these things; let him consider how rapidly 
we have gone on from bad to worse, and 
that the last year of our progress, in this 
Way, has been more rapid than any former 
one ; and, when be has thus considered, 
let him say, what hope we have of safety, 
Ywmless we have recourse to means not hitherto 
tried. We have, God knows, not been 
waniing in exertions. We have made exer- 
- tons ¢ ough ; but, they have proved to be 
OF the wrong sort. We have raised armies 
and fitted out fleets; but we have not 
made exertions enough, nor, indeed, any 
ail, towards arming the hearts of the peo- 
& and especially the people in that part 
of the kingdom, which, in all cases, must 
€ most ‘exposed to the attacks of the 
my.——-I have lately described the state 
Mic a I have lately appealed to my 
ders, as to what the feelings and dispo- 
tion of the Irish Catholics, that is, in 
act, the Irish nation, must be; and, I 
“need not ask what their additional feelings 
Most be upon reading, in Napoleon’s Ex- 
 Posé, his sentiments, views, and measures 
with 1 regard to religious toleration. Upon 
le subject of “ Reticious Wasoase,” 
le Exposé says: “ The Government, in 
‘its respect for conscience, has not de- 
viated from the line which it had traced 
put to itself. Its principles, with re- 
a t to religion, have had their appli- 
ation, this year, as in the preceding. 
does not confine itself to the tolera- 
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ef an enemy, whom it never cou!d har: ‘ass | “tion of all kinds of religious forms of 


“worship, it honoufs and encourages 
‘them The different sects of Chris- 
‘tiantty, founded on the morality of the 
© are all useful to soci tv. The 

Lutherans of the Faux eourg St. Antoine, 
number amounts to 6,000, had ne 
“temple, and, from time immemorial, 
“exercised their worship in the 
‘ Chapel. 


‘ 


> ! 
Spel, 
. whose 

yaa YG 


Swedish 
Their church has been acknow- 
ledged ; their Ministers have been a; 

‘pointed by the Emperor, and are main- 
‘tained at the e xpence of the State.—A 
‘School of Calvinistic Theology has 
«been established at Montauban. ——— 
This is as much to be feared as an army 
of 200,000 men! ‘This is long- sighted 
policy. How many thousands and hun- 
dreds of thousands. of hearts will this win! 

Napoleon, as was observed by the Morning 
Chronicle, out-bid us in Spain; and he is 
here endeavouring to out-bid us at home. 
lie neglects nothing that is calculated to 
advance his purposes. He leaves not a 
soul untempted to join him, while those 
who have to combat him seem as ii they 
were afraid of having too many friends, 
The contest is, indeed, fearfully unequal, 
lie sets all prejudices at defiance ; while 
they seem to desire nothing so much as 
petty squabble es about What can be of ne 
use, except it be to produce divisions, 
and, of course, weakness, amongst those 
who, if united, might mar their interested 
views.- We should, under the sway of 
the most wise, and most liberal men, have 
much to do, in order to enabic us to obtain 
a fair chance of safety. A little matter 
would be nothing at all. ‘The whole of 
the people must have a@ new spirit put 
into them. But,I think we should begin 
with Ireland ; for, it is impossible to say 
how soon that nation may be put to the 

test. Upon this subject, and by way of 
supplement to my late articles, relative 
to [reland, I shall insert, in my next Re- 
gister, a letter which comes from Decror 
Mitner, the contents of which are very 
interesting and important. The bare 
reading of this letter is sufficient to con- 
vince any man, that the measures, which 
it recommends, ought to be adupted with- 
out delay. I do not think, that, amongst 
all the circumstances, favourable to the 
views of Napoleon, any one is so favour- 
able as the present state of Ireland. He is, 
we may be assured, as well acquainted 
with that state as weare. He knows, toa 
hair, what can and what cannot be done 
there. He has, in his pay, persons whose 
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sole business it is to callcct miermeuon 
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say, that Napoivo did rot, even tien, 
; al 
want such. immiormation. Well, the 
ws out-bid bim ; fet os secuce tis parry i 


hin: let us bribe them by kindness ; let 
us prircbase ther with acts of liberals 
aud justice. ‘The time is now hastily 
coming. when we cannot afford to hav 
any inaicoptents: our cause wants the 
whole of our people; we cannot let on 
half renain at home to keep down the 
other half. In one word, the hearts of the 
people of Treiand must be gained, or there 
1s no hope of safcty tor Fngland. 

WW", COBBETT. 

Bet'ey, 4h Jan. 1810. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Pranc Lt — Addr ‘$s vf tite Legislative Body io 
the Emperor; and his Answer. 


Paris, Dec. 13.—Last Sunday, the Empe- 
rorand K ng, being on the throue, surroand- 
ed by the L'vinces, the Ministers, the great 
Officers of she Empire, the Membersof the 
Senate, ond by those of the Council of State, 
received, betore mass, at the palace of the 
‘Phuileries, a deputation trom the Legis- 
tive Body. ‘Lhis deputation was conduct- 
ed to the audience of his Majesty, by a 
Deputy Master of the Ceremonies, intro- 
duced by the Grand Master of the Cere- 
monies, and presented by his Serene High- 
ness the Prince Viee Grand Eleerer. 
‘Phe deputation beiny admitted to the foot 
of the throne, spoke tn the following terms, 
the Address which had been voted to his 
Maj sty: 

“sire; The Legislative Body beholds 
You greater, every time it has the honour 
Of approaching your Majesty’s throne. 
oe is fur you an age of glory; 
each r€turn to your capital, is a fresh tri- 
umph” When you were at a distatice 
from France, your genius did not abandon 
her; it stil!‘continued todwell in the cen- 
tre of us. Oni the first appearance of the 
enemy, your people, whom you regarded, 
from the Banks of the Danube, have fled with 
Precipitation in crowds to the threatened 
frontiers. The enc my hastened to flee 
away, as if you had really been present. 
Your fast exploits, and the happe peace 
which has followed them, wil! aggrandize 
the territories of the Princes your allies, 
Fnportant re-vnions are on the eve of ac. 
complishing the system of this yast [m- 
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pire, of which they are members, and 
which resords you both as its head and tis 
fonnder:; but Casar, whilst he re-assunics 
ail iis power, respects those rights which 
are not hisewn. He himself pomts out, 
with wisdom, the limits of priesihoed, and 
of the Empire. Kelicton will not cease to 
lean upon the throne which has es ablish- 
ed ber, and the Successor of St. Peer vill 


be to us dearer and more § Oy 
blessing the Successor of Charlemagne, in 
the name of the God : hose will 
changes the empires t whose worship 
never changes. Adi which is attached to 
veu, aggrandizes 5 af! tl ‘ on 
influence is threatenet by arta ils 


Wwe musi obcv your as encaly \ tis a 
once the counsel of hereism and of pest 
tics. Sire, you said, a fiw dovs ago, that 
your first passion was the love of France ; 
this word resounded un all hearts.— This 
day you apnounce that vietcry will not 
exact any fiesh sacrifices; The Legisia- 
tive Body thanks vou for it; but, it does 
not fear to be contradicted by a brave and 
ecnerous nation, when if repties, that no- 
thing isimpossible to Frenchmen, towards 
a Sovereign, who coverstiem with so much 
clory, and who has so amply requited 
them, by paying their sacritices with ail 
his love,” 

His Majesty replied to this Address in 
the following terms :— 

“Gentiemen, President, and Deputies of 
the Legislative Body ;—IL accept the senti- 
ments which you express; 1 know the at- 
tachment of your body to my person. 
France stands in need of a moderate but 
strong monarchy, ‘Ehe present epoch 
ougut to be distinguished, not only by the 
glory of the French arms, but also by the 
prosperity of its commerce, the wisdom of 
its laws, and the brilliancy of arts, of sci- 
ences, of letters. I have overcome many 
obstacles to conduct France to its actual 
situation: beth myself and family will be 
always ready to sacrifice even our dearest 
affections to the interests and welfare of 
this great nation. With the assistance of 
God, and the constant love of my people, 
I shall overcome whatever can oppose my 
great designs.—I- wish to live still for 30 
years, that | may serve 30 years more my 
subjects, consolidate this vast empire, and 
see this dear France embellished by all the 
prosperities which I have conceived?” 

Paris, Dec. \7.—His Majesty the Em- 
peror and King set out at four o’¢lock, this 
day, for Trianon. Her Majesty the Em- 
vress Josephine is at Malmaison. (Moni- 
teur.) 
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~ Amenica.-—President’s Message at the open- 
ing of the Session of Congress, Nov. 27. 
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Fellow Citizens of the Senate, and of 
the House of Representatives ; At the pe- 
riod of our last Mee‘iny, I had the satisfac- 
tion of communicating an adjustment with 
: one of the principal belligerent nations, 
high!y important in itself, and stil] more so, 
8s presaving a more extended accomoda- 
tion. Itis with deep concern Tam now 
to inform you, that the favourable pros- 

ject has becn overciouded by a refusal of 
the British Government to abide by the 
att of its Minister Ple -nipotent lary, and by 
its ensuing policy towards the United 
States, as seen throug! the communica- 
| tions of the Minister sent to replace him. 
it - Whatever pleas may be urged for a dis- 
yowal of envagements formed by diplo- 
3 “Matic finctionaries, in cases where, by the 
térms of the envevgements, a mutual ratifi- 
he Cation is reserved ; or where notice at ihe 
$ time may have been given of a departure 
d - ftom instructions ; or in extraordinary 
\ Cases, essentially violating the principles 
Oequity, « disavowal could not have veen 
h - apprele nded in a case where no such no- 
a tie or violation existed, where no sach ra- 
Beecation was reserved, and more especial- 

3 where, as is ndw in proof, an engage- 

= ae, to be executed without aiiy sich t ra- 
tification, was contemplated by the in- 
structions given, and where it had, with 


-_ —— we 
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‘ 
“ d faith; been carried into imitédiate 
" “ex€cution on the part of the United States. — 
4 _ considerations not having restrained 
Ht British Government from disavowing 
-h ~ the arvangetient, by virtue of which its 
sie | Ofders in Council were to be revoked, and 
he ‘the event authorising the renewal of com- 
of “Mercia! intercourse having thus not taken 
i e€, it necessatily becaine’ a question, 
$ ‘oPequal urzency and importance, whether 
% the act prohibiting'that iritercodrse was not 
‘9 tO be considered” as’ retaining’ in legal 

force? §=This question being after due de- 
aa ®ration, determined in the’ affirmative, 
of #Proclamation to that effect was issued. 






could not but happen, however, that a 
etiitn to this state of things, from that 
Rich had followed an exécation of the 
francenient by the United States, would 
blvée diffictities; With a view to di- 
finish thése as much as possible, the in- 

actions from the Secretary of the Trea- 
fy, now laid’ before ‘you, were trans- 
tted to’ ‘the’ Collectors ‘of the’ several 
pts. If;in’ permitting British vessels to 

att,” withdut giving bonds ‘ndt’ to pro-" 
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ceed to their own ports, it should appear 
that the tenor of legal authority has mot 
been strict!y ; pursued, it is to be aseribcl 
to the anxious desire which was felt, that 
no individual should be injured by so un- 
foreseen an occurrence: and I re ly on the 
regard of Congress for the equitab le in- 
terests of our own Citizens, to adopt what- 
ever further provisions may be found re- 
quisite for a general remission of penalties 
involuntarily incurred.—The recall of the 
disavowed Minister having been followed 
by the appointment of a successor, hopes 
were indulged that the new Minister would 
contribute to alleviate the disappomncment 
which had been produced, and to remove 
the causes which had so long embarrassed 
the good understanding of the two n: wer 
It could not be doubted, that it would ; 
least be charged with conciliatory ixplar a= 
nations of the step which had been taken, 
and with proposals to be substituted for the 
rejected arrangement. Reasonab'e and 
universal as this expectation was, It also 
has not been fulfilled. From the first of-_ 
ficial disclosures of the new Minister, it 
was found that he had received no autho- 
rity to enter into explanations relative to 
either branch of the arrangement dis- 
avowed ; nor any authority to ee apa 
proposals, as to that branch, whi h con- 
cerned the British Orders in Coun it ; and 
finally, that his proposals with respect to 
the other branch, the attack on the frigate 
Chesapeake, were founded on a presump- 
tion, repeatedly declared to be inadmissi- 
ble by the United Stages, that the first 
step towards adjustment was due from 
them; the proposals, at ‘e same time, 
omitting even a_reference to the officer 
answerable for the murderous aggression, 
and asserting a claim, not less contrary to 
the British Jaws and British practice, than 
to the principles and obligations of the 
United States.—The currespondence be- 
tween the department of State and this 
Minister will shew how inessentially the 
features presented in its commencement 
have been varied in its progress, It will 
shew also, that forgetting the respect due 
to all Governments, he did not relrain from 
impot: itions on this, which required that 
no further communications should be re- 
ceived from him. ‘The necessity of this 
step will be made known .o bis Britannic 
Majesty through the Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United Statesin London, And 
it would indicate a want of confidence due 
to a Government which so well under- 
stands and exacts what becomes foreign 


ss 
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ini - it, no int iS- improving 
Ministers near it, not to inferthat the mis of an | g d 
bee will be | annually mecreasing, at a rate, that, with 


conduct of its own representative 
viewed in the same light in which it has 
been regarded here. The British Govern- 
ment will learn, at the same time, that a 
ready attention will be given to communi- 
cations, through any channel. which may 
be substituted. It will be happy, if the 
chinge in this respect should be accom- 
panied by a favourable revision of the un- 
fricndly pol cy which has been so long 
pursued towards the United States. —W ith 
France, the other belligerent, whose tres- 
passes on our commercial rights have long 
been the subject of our just remanstances, 
the posture of our relations does not cor- 
respond wiih the measures taken on the 
part of the United Siates, to effect a fa- 
vourable chance. The result of the seve- 
ral communi ations raacde Lo her Govern- 
ment, in pursuance of the authorities vested 
hy Congvess in the executive, 1s contained 
inthe correspondence of our Minister at 
Paris, now laid before you.—By some of 
the other belligerents, although professing 
just and amicable dispositions, myuries ma- 
tevially affecting our commerce have not 
been duly controuled or repressed. In 
these cases, the interpositions deemed 
proper on our part have not been omitted. 
But it well deserves the consideration of 
the Legislature, how far both the safety 
and the honour of the American flag may 
be consulted, by adequate provisions 
ugainst that collusive prostitution of it, 
by individuals unworthy of the Amcrican 
name, which has so much favoured the 
real or pretended’ Suspicions under which 
the honest commerce of their fellow-citi- 
zens has suflered—In relation to the 
powers on the coast of Barbary, nothing 
has occurred which is not of a nature rather 
to inspire confidence than distrust, as to 
the continuance of the existing amity. 
With our Indian neighbours, the just and 
benevolent system continued toward them 
has also preserved peace, and is more and 
more advancing habits favourable to their 
civilization and happiness.—From a state- 
ment which will be made by the Secretary 
of War, it will be seen that the fortifica- 
tions on our maritime frontier are in many 
of the ports completed, affording the de- 
fence which was contemplated, and that 
further time wili be required to render 
complete the works in the harbour of New 
York, and ‘in some other places. By the 
enlargement of the works, and the employ- 
ment o' a greater number of hands at the 
public armouries, the supply small arms, 

: * Mutsy, « 
we 
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quality, appears to be 


those made on private contract, may be 
expected to go far towards providing for 
. . rr’ P . Y 
the public exigency.—The Act of Con- 
gress, providing for the equipment of our 
vessels of war, having been fully carried 


into execution, I refer to the statement of 


the Secretary of the Navy for the informa- 
tion which may be proper on that subject. 


—'To that statement is added a view ot 


the transfers of appropriations, authorized 
by the Act of the Session preceding the 
last, and of the grounds on which the trans- 
fers were made.—W batever may be the 
course of your deliberations on the sub- 


ject of our military establishmenis, I should 


fail in my duty i not recommending to 
your serious attention the importance of 
civing to our militiv, the great bulwark of 
our security, and resource of our power, an 
organization the best adapted to eventual 
situations for which the Umited States 
ought to be prepared.—The sums which 
had been previously accumulated in the 
Treasury, together with the receipts dur- 
ing the year ending on the 30th of Sept. 
last (and amounting to more than nine 
millions of dollars), have enabled us to 
fulfil all our engagements, and to defray 
the current expenses of Government with- 
out recurring to any loan. But the insecu- 
rity of our commerce, and the consequent 
diminution of the public revenue, - will 
probably produce a deficiency in the re- 
ceipts of the ensuing year, for which, and 
for other details, I refer to the statements 
which will be transmitted from the Trea- 
sury.—In the state which has been present- 
ed of our affairs with the great parties to a 
disastrous and protracted war, carried on in 
a mode equally injurious and unjust to the 
United States, as a neutral nation, the 
wisdom of the National Legislature will be 
again summoned to the important decision 
of the alternatives before them. That 
these will be met in a spirit worthy the 
councils of a nation, conscious both of 
its rectitude and of its rights, and careful 
as well of its honour as of its peace, I have 
an entire confidence. And that the re- 
sult will be stamped by an unanimity be- 
coming the occasion, and be supported by 
every portion of our citizens, with a pa- 
triotism enlightened and invigorated b 

experience, ought as little to be doubted. 
—In the midst of the wrongs and vexations 
experienced from external causes, there is 
much room for congratulation on the pros- 
perity and happiness flowing from our 
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_ ‘situation ai home. Thc biessing of health 
~~ has never been snore universal. The fruits 


ya 


of the seasons, tough in particular articles 
and disiiicts short of their usual redun- 
 dancy, are more than sufficient for our 
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wants and ourcomforts. ‘lhe face of our 
country every where presents the evidence 
of laudable enterprise, of extensive capital, 
and of durable improvement. In a culti- 
| vation of the materials, and t.e extension 
of useful manufaciures, more especially, tu 
the general application te household ta- 
} brics, we hehold a rapid diminution of our 
‘ dependence on foreign supplies.—Nor is it 
} . unworthy of reflection, that the revolution 
: ja our pursuits and habits is in no slight | 
‘degree a consequence of those impolitic 
and arbitrary edicts, by which the con- 
‘ tending nations, in endeavouring each of 
q them to obstruct our trade with the other, 
Y have so far abridged our means of procur- 
ing the productions and inanufactures, of 
. “which our own are now taking the piace. 
L —Recollecting always, that for eve: v ad- 
> Vantage which may contribute to distin- 
. uish our lot trom that to which others are 
4 Boned by the unhappy spirit of the 
times, we are indebted to that Divine Pro- 
D yidence, whose goodness has been so re- 
y paparkably extended to this rising nation, 
‘ it becomes us to cherish a devout grati- 
i. owe, and to implore from the same omni- 
t tent source a blessing on the consulta- 
1 jons and measures afeut to be undertaken 
‘ “fo. the welfare of our beloved country. 
James Mapison, 
Ss 
Zz > Circular Letter of Mr. Jackson, dated Wash- 
i ingion, Nov. 18, 1809. 
a : 
n ~ Sir ;—I have to inform you, with much 
e peeesret, that the facts which it has been 
e my duty to state, in my éfficial corres- 
e ndence with Mr. Smith, have been 
2 ~ deemed by the President of the United 
t States to afford a sufficient motive for 
e ¢ breaking off an important Negociation, 
of and for putting an end to al! communica- 
1 : jon whatever with me, as the minister 
- charged with that negociation, so interest- 





ing to both nations; and on one most 
“material point of which an answer has not 
b sen returned to an official and written 
bverture *.—One of the facts alluded to 








ate himself in his letter to me of the 
th of October, viz. ‘Ihat the three Con- 











: " * This overture is on the affair of the 
peake. 








been admitted by the Secretary of 
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ditions forming the substance of Mr. Er- 
skine’s original Instruction, were sub- 
mitted to him by that gentleman. ‘The 
other, viz. ‘That tat Instruction is the only 
one in which the Conditions were pre- 
scribed to Mr. Erskine for the conclusion 
of an arrangement on the matter to which 
it related, is known to me by the Instruc- 
tions which | have myself received.—In 
siaung these facts, and in adhering to 
them, as my duty imperious! y enjoined 
me to do, in order to repel the frequent 
charges of iff faith, which have been made 
against his Majesty’s Government, I could 
not imagine that offence would be taken 
at it by the American Government, as 
most Certainly none could be intended on 
my part; and this view of the subject has 
been made known to Mr. Smith. But as 
[ am informed by him that no further 
communication will be received by him 
from me, I conceive t! | have no alter- 


+ 
bad 


native left, which is consistent with the 
Kine’s dignity, but to withdraw altoge- 
ther from (bis city, and await elsewhere 


the arrival of his Majesty’s commands 
upon the unlooked for turn which has thus 
been given to bis afiairs in this country. 
—| me an, in the inerval, to make New 
York the place of my residence, where 
you will henceforth please direct. your 
communications tome, as I shall be ac- 
companied by every member of his Ma- 
jJesty’s mission. I am, with great truth 
and respect, Sir, your most obedient hum- 
bie servant, (Senedd) F. J. Jackson. 

To » his Mujesty’s Gonsul, at 











American Dispure.—Correspondence, be- 
tween Mr. R. Smiru, the American Sere D> 
tary of State, and Mr F. J, Jacksoy,! BS 
the English Envoy. ’ 


MR. SMITH TO MR. JACKSON, atin 


Department of State, Oct. 9, 1809. pi 


Sir; An arrangement, as to the revoca- 
tion ef the British Orders in Council, as well 
as to the satisfaction required in the case of 
the attack on the Chesapeake frigate, has 
been made in due form by the Govern- 
ment of the United States with David Mon- 
tague Erskine, Esq. an accredited M.nis« 
ter Pienipotentiary of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty. And alter it had been faithfull 
carried inte execution on the part of this 
Government, and under circumstances. 
rendering its effects on the relative situa- 
tion of the United States irrevocable, and, 
in some respects, irreparable, his Britan-. 


, 
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nic Majesty has deemed it proper to ds- 
ovow it, to recal his Munster, and to sent 
wnother to take his place.—In such a state 
of things, no expectation could be more 
bie, nO Course of proceeding more 


Peas! 

, « a Ys ' 
obvious! Vv prescribed by ine orainary C= | 
spect due bo the disapy Ointed parry, than 


a prompt and explicit explanation, by the 


new tunctionary, of the grounds of the re- | 
fusal on the part of his Government to | 


abide by an arrangement so solemnly 


} LAT Kr vaect 7T. 
rave—al Colin. Hnile& Wy 
her pr Under the influence 
otpei propositt Geer & Ue ie 1€ 
spectation, the Presi- 


less surprize than 


of this rceasonavie ex 


, } = } . 
cent has learned, with no 


regret, that m your several conferences 


hee Fi 
a substitution of | 


with me you have stated—Ist, ‘That you | 


have no inst: 
which authorise you (o make any explana- 
tions whatever to this Government, as to 
| induced his. Britan- 
nic Majes the arrangeinont 
laiely made by your predecessor, and that 
therefore you could not make any such 
eX) anations.—2nd, That in the case of 


the reasons which 
tv tO Uisavo 


uctions from your Government | 


£20 


; } oh di -. 
| of carrying on any trace whatever, direct 


or indirect, with any colony of any enemy 
of Great Britain, from which they were 
excluded during peace; and that this re- 
wenciation must extend, not only to the 
trade between the colony and the mother 
country, but to the trade between the co- 
lony and the United States.—If, in the 
aloregoing representation, it should ape 
pear, that FT have in any instance misap- 
prehended your meaning, it will afford 
me real pleasure to be enabled to lay be- 
fore the President a statcrment, corrected 
agreeably to any suggestions with which 
you may be pleased to iaveur me.—T'o 
avoid the misconceptions incident to oral 
nroceedings, I have the honour to intimate 
that it is thought expedient that our fur- 


| ther discussions, on the present occasion, 


the Chesapeake, your mnsiructions ony | 


. 


authorse you (without Assi Ning ay Foe 
son wiatever why the reasonable terns cf 
satrfiction ‘tendered and accepted, live 
not veen carried into ethct) to commani- 
cate to ibis Government a note tendering 
satisfaction, with an understanding thatsuch 
mote should not be signed and delivered by 
you, until you should have previously seer 
and approved the proposed answer of this 
Government, and that the signing and the 
delivery of your nete and of the answer of 
this Government should be simultaneous.— 
Srd, ‘Phat you have no iusiructions which 
authorise you to make to this Government 
ary propositions whatever in relation to 
the revocation of the British Orders in 
Council; but only to receive suctras this 
Government may deem it proper to make 
to you—<4th, ‘That, at all events, it is not 
the disposition er the imtention of the 
British Government to revoke tier Orders 
in Council, as they respect the United 
States; but, upow a formal stipulation 
on the part of the United States, to ac- 
cede to the following terms: and condi- 
trews, viz.—I. That the Act of @on- 
gress, commonly called the Non-inter- 
course Law, be contimued against France, 
s@ long as she shall continue her Decrees. 


aathorized: to: aid in-enforcing the provi- 
srons of the said Act of Congress =H, 
‘That the: Umited States shall expticithy re 


pouncey during tie present war} the right 


| 








be inthe written form. And with great 
sincerity [ assure you, that whate m- 
munications you may |! us to 
inake, will be rece: 7 SLOWS £06 
licttude to find them: Av jead to 
a sper oval ’ obstae 
cle to that mutua 4 tiendsinp 
and cerdiabty weews : ; » ations, 
whielr it is obvrous y thei terest hoeth 


to foster. 
MR. JACKSGN TO MR. 


Washington, | (309. 

Sir; T have had the honour of receiving 
your official ietter of the 9th ist. towards 
the close of whieh you intorm me, that 
it had been thougtit expedient to put an 
end to all verbal communications between 
yourself and me in discussing the important 
objects of my mission, Considering that 
a very few days have elapsed since | de- 
‘ivevea io the President a credential letter 
trom ihe Ning my Masecer, and that no- 
thing has been even ailedged to have oc* 
curred, to deprive me'of ihe’ facility’ of 
access, and of the’ credit to which, at 
cording to immemorial usage, I ani by 
that letter entitled, I believe there’ does 
not exist in the annals of diplomacy, a 
precedent for such’ a determination be- 
tween two'Ministers, who have met for the’ 
avowed: purpese of terminating amicably 
the’ existing differences between + their 
respective:cuuntries: but after mature ‘re+ 
flection, lam -iudaced to’aéquiesce in: it 


| ; | by the recollection of! the time ‘that must’ 
<li. Phatihe-Navy: of: Great Britain. be? 


necessarily elapse before ‘I can receive *his” 
Majesty’s commands upon. s0 unexpected ° 
an occurrence, and-of-the-detriment~ that 
would ensue:to:the: public-service, if my 
‘Ministerial functions were, in» they in¢ 
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terval, 
™~ shall thereiore content 
tering my protest against a proceeding 
which I can consider inno other light 
than as a violation, im my person, of the 
mostessential rights of a Public Minister: 
When adopied, in the present case, 
without any alledged misconduct on his 
part. As a matter ef opinion, L cannot, 
— Fown, assent to the preterence which yon 
give to wiitten over verbal intercourse tor 
the purpose of mutual explanation and 
accommodation. [ have thought it due 
to the public character with which I have 
the honour to be invested, and to the con- 
fidence which bis Mojesty has most gra- 
Civus!y been pleased to repose in me, to 
state to vou unreservedly my sentiments 
on this point. 1 shall now proceed to the 
Other parts of your letter, and apply to 
them the best consideration that ean arise 
fein a zeal proportioned to the increase 
of dificulry thus thrown in the way of 
the restoration of a thorough good under- 
Standing between our respective countries. 
= ou state, sir, very truly, that an ar- 


] 


to be altocether suspend ad. 
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mv self with en- | 





| “yar: yment had been made between vou! r 
and Mr. Erckme, and that. his Majesty | 


hac! thoucht proper to disavow the agree- 
tl have here in the outset to re- 
yret the loss of the idvantage of verbal in- 
“ferconrse ee you, as] should have avail- 
ed myself of it to imquire whether by 
} your Sacaltig nt, it were vour intention to 
Complain: of the disavowal itself, or of a 
ftai want of explanation of it, or of the 
@ircumsiance that explanation not 
Waving been made throuch me. I ob- 
-* $erve, that in the records of this mission 
there is no trace of a complaint, on the 
‘part of the United States, of his Majesty 
ving disavuwed the act of his Minister. 
fou have not, in the conferences we have 
Ritherto held, distinct! y announced any 
_ such complaint, and I have seen with plea- 
Sl in this forbexrance on your art, an 
tstance of that candour, which, I' doubt 
4 ot, will’ prevail in all our communica- 
fons, iasmuch as you could not but 
fave thought it unreasonable to complain 
: the disayowal of an act, done under 
h circumstances, as could’ only lead 
) the consequences that have actually 
bliowed.—It was not known when I left 
gland, whether Mr. Erskine had, ac- 
foie to the liberty allowed him, com- 
unicated ta you in extenso his original 
tions, Tt now appears that hie did’ 
et. Bat, in reverting to his official 'cor- 
spondence, and particularly to adispatch 
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a idresse d,on the 20th April, to his Ma- 
jesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Afs 
tuirs, I find that he there states, that he 
had submitted to your consideration, the 
three conditions specified in those instrue- 
tions, as the erdund-work of an arrange- 
ment which, according to information re- 
ceived from this country, it was thought 
in England might be made, with a pros- 
pect of great mutual advantage. Mr, 
krskine then reperts verbatim et seriatim 
your observations apon each of the three 
conditions, and the reasons which induced 
you to think that others migiit be substi- 
tuted in lea of them. It may have been 
concluded between you that these latter 
were an equivalent for the original con- 
ditions; but the very act of substitution 
evidently shows that those original con- 
ditions were, in fact, very explicitly com- 
municated to you, and by you, of course, 
laid before the President for his considera- 
tion. IF need hardly add, that the diffe- 
rence between these conditions and those 
contained in the arrangements of the 18th 
and 19th of April, is suficie nily obvious to 
require noelucidation: nor need I draw the 
conclusion, which I consider as admitted by 
all absence of complaint, on the part of the 
Aine rican Government, viz. that under such 
circumstances, his Majesty had an une 
doubted and incontrovertible right to 
disavow the act of his Minister. J must 
here allude to a supposition, which you 
have more than once mentioned to me, 
and by which, if it ierd airy, the slightest 
foundation, this right might perhaps have 
been in some degree affected. You have 
informed me that you understood that Mr. 
Erskine had two ‘sets of instructions, by 
which to regulate his conduct ; and that 
upon one of them, which had not beem 
communicated eitherto you or to the pub- 
lie, was to be rested the justification of 
the terms finally agreed upon between 
you and him. Itis my duty, Sir, solemn« 
ly to declare to you, and, th irough you, to 
the President, that the dispatch from Mr. 
Canning to Mr. Erskine, which you have 
made the basis of an official correspon- 
dence with the latter Minister, and which 
was read by the former to the American 
Minister in London, is the only dispatch, 
» which the conditions were prescribed! 
to Mr. Erskine for the conclusion of an 
‘arrangement with this country on the 
matter to which it relates;—To return to 
the immediate subject of your letter. FF, 
|Sir, it be your intention to state, that’ no 
|explanation: whatever has-beem givew to 








the American Government Of toe reasons | 
which induced his Majesty to disavow tue 
act oi my pre dec ssor, I must in that case 


' 
wer 


observe, that in the instructions Conveying | 
to him his sla; sty’S intention, those 
reasons were very fully and forcibly stated ; 
and if he has not transmitted them to you, 
I can only attribute it to the peculiar de- 
licacy and embarrassment of his situation, 
for which he probably trusted to the Pre- 
sident’s goodness to make some allow- 
ance; and he might the more reasonably 
be Jed to that reliance on it, asa full and 
ample communication was also made upon 
the subject by his Majesty’s Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, to Mr. Pinckney, 
to whom the whole of Mr. Erskine’s ori- 
ginal mstruction was read, and who, it 
was natural to suppose, would convey to 
his Government so much information upon 
a very momentous occasion, as would re- 
lieve Mr. Erskine from the necessity of 
entering into minute details of the mis- 
understanding that had occurred. At 
all events, no complaint can be subsian- 
tiated against his Majesty’s Government, 
on this score, seeing that they not only 
instructed the Minister who had made the 
disavowed arrangement as to the motives 
which occasioned the disavowal, but also 
with frankness, promptitude, and a most 
scrupulous regard to national honour, 
gave notice to the American Minister in 
London of the motives of the disayowal of 
it, and of the precaution spontaneously 
taken by his Majesty to prevent any loss 
or imjury accruing to the citizens of the 
United States, from a reliance on any 
agreement, however unauthorised, made 
in his Majesty’s name. The mere al- 
lusion te this latter circumstance dis- 
penses me from farther noticing the 
eflects which you describe as being pro- 
duced upon the United States by the cir- 
cumstanees of this agreement. How far 
they are irrevocable it is not for me to 
determine—but the. word irreparable 
seems to imply that a loss had been sus- 
tained on the occasion by the public, or 
by individuals ofthis country. So far as 
his Majesty could be by possibility sup- 
posed answerable for such an eventual 
joss, he has, as I have before stated, taken 
the utmost precaution to avert it.—As to 
the expectation entertained here, that the 
explanation of his Majesty’s share in this 
transaction should be made through me, 
I might content myself with simply ob- 
serving, that I was not provided with in- | 
structions to that effect, because it was | 


‘ ce “or an ’ Or : ’ a 
had already been given. — tit 
‘with the sentiments of his Majesty to- 
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‘known that the explanation in question 


But it accords 


wards this country to observe also, that 
he considered, that as some time must ne- 
cessarily elapse between my appointment 
and wy entrance on the duties of my Mi- 
nistry, it would be a more friendly mode 
of proceeding to state, W ithout delay, and 
through the channels i have already smen- 
tioned, the motives that compelled his 
Majesty to disavow the agreement, than 
to leave the American Government in un- 
certainty in these respects, till the una- 
voidable protracted period of my arrival 
in America. I say this in regard to the 
original notification of his Majesty’s de- 
termination, and of the motives of it, 
which being already made, it could not be 
supposed in London that a repetition of 
them would be expected from me ; and of 
course no such case has been foreseen in 
my instructions. But, if beyond this apy 
incidental explanation or discussion should 
be wished for by this Government, | came 
fully prepared to enter into them. leven 
consider them to bave taken place be- 
tween us. Ihave certainly derived great 
satisfaction from the several hours which 
we have spent in conference upon these 
subjects, because they have enabled me 
to remove some misunderstandings, and 
to refute many misrepresentations which 
you yourself informed me of, in regard to 
the conduct of the British Government. 
{ consider such mutual explanations as 
highly beneficial to a right understanding 
of the views and interests of the two coun- 
tries, and I should with much pleasure 
have renewed them, if you had not in- 
formed me that the President had been 
pleased to prescribe another and a diffe- 
rent mode of conducting our negotiations. 
—I will nevertheless avail myself of that 
mode which he still permits to repeat to 
you, that his Majesty has authorised me, 
notwithstanding the ungracious manner in 
which his former offer of satisfaction for 
the affair of the Chesapeake was re- 
ceived, to renew that which Mr, Erskine 
was instructed to make. You have said 
that you so fully understood the parti- 
culars of that offer, that I deem it unne- 
cessary to recapitulate them here. I re- 
gret that since they were so clearly under- 
stood by you, you should not yet have 
been enabled to state to me either in our 
personal communications, or in the letter 
which I am now answering, whether the 

are considered by the President as satie- 











factory, or whether they are such as he 
ultimately means to accept. You seem 
‘not so distinctly to have understood the 
. form of proceeding in this affair, which I 
2 took the liberty of suggesting as likely to 
lead toa satisfactory result, without, how- 
“ever, at all precluding any other method 
Which might appear preferable to you. 
» My proposal was, not to communicate a 
a. : tendering satisfaction, but to agree with 
© you before- hand upon the terms rot a de- 
claration on the part of his majesty, which 

should actually give the satisfaction (the con- 

ditions of which I informed you that I 

Was authorised to carry into immediate 

: @xeCution), and of a counter declaration to 
. be signed by you on the part of the 
United States, for the purpose of accept- 
} ing such satisfaction. I expressly stated 
that this interchange of official documents 





oe 


E Was not meant by me asthe means of con- 
. Yeying to each other our respective senti- 
r Ments_—that I understood to be, as is 
| usual, the object of our conferences, and I 
2 ‘Imagined that the papers to be signed by 
1 as respectively, would be the result of 


A those sentiments so communicated, and 







t that by being reciprocally corrected and 
" modified, and simultaneously delivered, 
8 ot would form one compact by which 
e two countries would be equally bound. 
| This course of proceeding 1 is conformable 
h the practice of the Courts of Europe on 
° Similar occasions. You did not at the 
* time appear to object to it—you even re- 
- quested me to come the next day, pre- 
g 3 with a draft or projet of a paper, 
“ ed in pursuance to these ideas; and 
. @lthough you desired to refer the subject 
ae to the President for his approbation, I do 
- Mot find in your letter either an expres- 
* ~ tion of his sentiments upon it, or the sub- 
q . tion of any other form that might be 
at , More agreeable to him, than the one which 
Thave proposed .—I touch with considera- 


ble and very sincere reluctance upon that 
| of your letter, in which you state that 
Thad not assigned “ any reason whatever 


fy the reasonable terms of satisfaction 








éd into effect.’”’—I believed that I had 
bserved to you, in the words of -my 
istructions, that if his Majesty were ca- 
Eble of being actuated by any desire 
Pretract an offer of reparation which 
had once made, his Majesty might be 
| warranted in pe so, both by the 
n in which his accredited Minister had | 

dered that reparation, and by the man- 
if in which that tender had been re- 
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adered and accepted have not been car- ¥ 
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ceived. I believe that I elucidated this 
obseryation by a reference to the particu- 
lar e xpressions, which made the terms of 
satisfaction appear to be unacceptable, 
even to the American Government, at the 
very moment when they were accepted, 
and which, at all events, put it totally out 
of his Majesty’s power to ratify and con- 
firm any act in which such expressions 
were contained.—On the subject of his 
Majesty’s Orders in Council, I have had 
the honour of informing you, that his Ma- 
jesty having caused to be made to the Go- 
vernment of the United States certain pro- 
posals founded upon principles, some of 
which were understood to originate in 
American authorities, and others to be ac- 
quiesced in by them ; and having after- 
wards ascertained, in the manner mien- 
tioned in a former part of this letter, that the 
sentiments of the American Government 
were so different from what they were at 
first understood to be, I was not instructed 
to renew to you those proposals, nor to 
press upon your acceptance an arrange- 
ment which had been so recently declin- 
ed, especially as the arrangement itself is 
become less important, and the terms of it 
less applicable to the state of things now 
existing. —Those considerations, which 
were first intimated in Mr. € Canning’s offi- 

cial letter to Mr. Pinckney of the 23d 
September, 1808, and which, in the pro- 
cess of the following six months, acquired 
greater weight and influence, induced his 
Majesty, before the result of Mr. Erskine’s 
negociation was known, to modify the 
Orders in Council of November, 1807, 
by that of the 26th of Apri], 1809.— 
The elfect of this new Order is to relieve 
the system under which the former Orders 
were issued, from that which has always 
been represented in this country, as the 
most objectionable and offensive part of it 
—the option given to. neutrals to trade 
with the enemies of Great Britain through 
British ports on payment of a transit duty. 

This was c riginally devised and intended 
as 2 mitigation of what is certainly more 
correct but more rigid in principle—the 
total and unqualified interdiction of all 
trade with the enemy. If, however, this 
mitigation was felt as an aggravation, and, 

as has been sometimes warmly asserted, 

as an insult, that cause of complaint is 
now entirely removed. By the Order in 
Council of the 26th April 1809, all trade 
with France and Holland, and the ports 
of Italy, comprehended under the dais’ 
mination of the kingdom of Italy, is sim- 


27) 
p! prohibited altogether. No option Is 
Porded, and consequently no transit duty 
is required to be paid. -In another respect 
the Order in Council of the 26th April 
must be admitted to be more restrictive 
than those of November 1807.—The trade 
with enemics colomes, which was open “d 
to neutrals at the commencement of the 
resent war by the Order in Council of 
the 24th June 1803, was continued to be 
left open by those of November 1507. 
The Order in Council of the 26th of April 
retracts this indulgence. But it is to be 
observed, that, since the period, when the 
Orders in Council! of November 1807 
were issued, the opening of the ports of 
Spain, of Portugal, of the South of Ttaly, 
and of Turkey, has afforded a more ample 
scope to neutral commerce, and that by 
the capture of Martinique, in addition to 
that of almost all the colonies of ihe ene- 
mies of Great Britain, together with the 
lockade of Guadaloupe, the extent to 
which the liberty of commerce with the 
enemies colonies applied has been so fir nar- 
row ed, that there ts little of pr ictical hard- 
shipin recurring tothe ru'e, which however 
occasionally mitigated in its application, 
Great Britain can never cease in principl 
to maintain. It is further to be observed, 
that the Order in Council of the 26th 
April has this operation highly favourable 
to neutrals, that restricuing the regulations 
of blockade, to France, Holland, and their 
colonies, and to the territories denominated 
the kingdom of haly, it lays open to the 
direct trade of neutrals the ports of the 
north of Europe. Under the Order of the 
26th April, therefore, while there are on 
the one hand fewer points of difference to 
stand in the way of a satisfactory arrange- 
ment between Great Britain andthe United 
States, it is possible that there may be less 
temptation to the latter to enter into such 
an arrangement, as the extent of their 
cominerce may be, if they please, nearly 
as great under the Order in Council of the 
26th April, as it would be under any ar- 
rangement which should effect the indis- 
pensable objects ta which that Order ap- 
plies, or as it would be even without any 
such Order, so long as France, and the 
Powers subservient to Frauce, continue to 
enforce their Decrees. It is, in the same 


oportion, matter of indifference to Great 
itain, whether the Order in Council be 
continued, or an arrangement by mutual 
corisent substituted in its room.—Such, Sir, 
are the grounds on which it has appeared to 
bis Majesty to be unnecessary to command | 
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me to propose to the Government of the 
United States any formal agreement to be 
substituted for that which his Mayesty has 
been under the necessity of disavowing ; 
but Lam directed to receive. and discuss 
with you any proposal which you may be 
authorised to make to ine on this head— 
As no disposiuoen has hitherto been shown 
on your part to make any such proposal, 
it has been impossible for me to state by 
anticipation (ner was [instructed so to do) 
what might be the answer that. I should 
eventually think it my duty to yeturn to 
you, consequently I could not have made 
with that view the statement contained in 
the 4th section of your letter, and the three 
subdivisions of it. Such astatement would 
have been obviously inconsistent with the 
former part of my overture, which you 
very correctly record in the 3d section, 
tz. that Iwas not instrucied to make to 
you any proposal whatever upon this sub- 
ject. tics necessarily reserve, until I 
hear from you what proposals jt may be 
deemed proper to make on behalf of the 
United States, to state in how far they do 
or do not accord with the instructions 
which it has pleased his Majesty to give 
me for my guidance in this negociatiou.— 
Iwill only add, Sir, in conclusion of. this 
letter, that his Majesty is very desirous of 
maintaining a perfect and cordial under- 
standing with the United States, and of 
bringing to a complete and satisfactory 
adjustment, all the points of difference 
that have arisen between the two Govern- 
ments ; and that, agreeing as I do with 
you, most heartily, as to the interest 
which both nations have in fostering a 
mutual and solid friendship and cordiality, 
no zeal or exertions shall be wanting on 
my part to carry into effect his Majesty’s 
commands for this most salutary purpose. 
—TI have the honour to be, with great re- 
spect, Sir, your incest obedient humble 
Servant. 


MR. SMITH TO MB. JACKSON. 


_ _Department of State, Oct. 19, 1809. 
_ Sir—I have had the honour of receiv- 
ing your letter of the 11th inst. Before I 
proceed to the more material topics which 
itembraces, it is proper that I should take 
some notice of your construction, which 
has unhappily converted. an intimation of 
the expediency’ of conducting in a written 
form our further discussions on this parti- 
ticular occasion, into a general prohibition 
of all verbal. communications whatever, 
and inte am unprecedented violation of the 













_ most c essential rights of a public Minister, 
q! iring a formal priest $ t and are sort to 


phow th: it its mace a, t was to a Th 
‘the further discussions of a case of unusual 
“@elicacy and importance, the miscancep- 
n well known to be incident to oral 
pcecdings, and of which the diplomatic 
ercourse between the two Governments 
fad furnished so many and such serious 
iofs, mY of which your letter itself is 
‘That a chia Inge in 
omatic pane ate from an oral toa 
) itten for im, is not without precedent, I 
| ot refer to one which will be more 
Satisfactory to you than the intimation re- 
tly given by Mr. Canning, in “ye case 

of the proposal by Mr. Pinckney on the 


, mbar: of the Orders in C amide ae the 


ba vo, that the discussions which had 























; previously verbal, must thenceforth 
a written form. And with this view 
: } take the liberty of recalling your atten- 
’ fiom to the subjoined extracts (See A. and 
° of letiers that passed on that occasio::. 
° —On the present, as on that occasion, the 
eC change from verbal to written communica- 
. OMS Was cequested after two conferences, 
s and when the subject appe ‘ared to one of 
if th B partics to hay e, by those verbal dis- 
- sassions, been brought. to-a poimt, which 
of juired a precise understanding of the 
y s and propositions of the other.—You 
€ Hl, Sir, hence perceive, that in maintain- 
- the right, which every Governme nt 
h as to the rules of intercourse with fo- 
st 1 functionaries near it, no encroach- 
a ment has been made or intended on any 
y> right - or customary privilege belonging 
yn ta7you in that character, nor any thing 
"5 Mone to impede the proper and usual 
e. & iis of negociation.—You have been 
E- aicient!y apprised, by my letter of the 
le , of the light.in which the President 





the. arrangement lately made by 
Bpretroeee. with this Government, 
the grounds on which he has ex- 
eda formal and satisfactory explana- 
ig 3 of the reasons for the refusal of his 
annic Majesty to carry it into. effect, 
persists in that expectation, and in,the 
yon, that there has been given, no ex- 












iter or as to the mode.—When. one 






other.in a muiual engagement. by, its 






es to fulfil the pledge, it is perfectly 
ar that it owes it, botiy to itself-and'to 
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ion that is adequate, either as.to.the. 
punent has been solemnly. pledged, 
C wledend and competent agent, and. 





may eliect the relations between the twe 
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the other party, to accompany its refusal 
with a formal and frank disclosure of suf- 
ficient reasons for x step, which, without 
such reasons, must deeply injure its own 
character, as well as the rights of the 
party confiding in its good faith.—To re- 

fuse, with honour (says a high authority 
on public law), to ratify what bas been 
concluded on by virtue of a full power, it 
is necessary that the Government should 
have strong and solid reasons, and that he 
show in particular that bis Minister has 
violated bis instructions. —Al!though it is 
particularly incumbent on the Sovereign 
in such case to show that his instructions 
have been violated, yet it is not a mere 
violation of them on immaterial points 
that will be sufficient. It is indispensably 
requisite, moreover, that the reasons be 
strong and solid; that they manilestiy 
outweigh not only the gene ral obligation 
to abide by what has been so done, but 
also the disappointment and injury accrue 
ing to the other party. And it ts worthy 
of notice, thatthe case under discussion 
is of a higher character, and appeals with 
greater solemnity to the bonour and jus- 
tice of the refusing party, than the case 
stated in Vattel, inasmuch as the transac- 
tion, now disavowed, was not a treaty or 

convention to be ratified by both parties, 

previous to an execution by either. It 
had, according to the terms of it (and this 
peculiarity appears to have been contem- 
plated by your Government), been actual- 
ly and immediate! y can dg into execution 
on the part of Americ The refusal of 
his Britannic Maje is, therefore, not 
simply to ratily what had been ratified 
by the other party, but to carry into eflect 
on his part, an arrangement which had 
been carried into full eflect with good 
faith on the part of the United States, 
Now the case is strengthened by the fur- 
ther peculiarity, that some of the circum. 
stances attending the execution of the ar- 
rangement on the part of the United States 
render it unsusceptible of a full equivalent 
for the refusal to execute it on the other 
side.—It has not. escaped. o glion, 
that the obligation of your Governinéiit to 
tender saplenations on this occasion is ad- 
mitted by your attempt to show that it hus 
been sulliciently done in. what passed in 
eonversation between. Mr. Canning and 
Mr. Pingkney, and by, the instructions 
given to. Mr. Erekine to cpmmunicate;suclr 
explanations. With every disposition to 
view in the most favourable light whatever. 
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countries, it is impossible to mistake the 
conversations of those Ministers for a dis- 
charge of such a debt to the good faith 
and reasonable expectations of the United 
States. Besides that they were mere con- 
versations in a case requiring the prec iston 
and respect of a formal communication, It 
is certain that it was neither understood 
by Mr. Pinckney, nor intended by Mr. 
Canning, that those conversations were to 
be regarded. Mr. Pinckney is explicit on 


this point; and Mr. Canning himseti, 
after declining to recapilulate in writing 
what he had verbally remarked, sigmhed 


to Mr. Pinckney, in a letter dated May 
27, that his observations on the subject 
would be more properly made through 
the successor of Mr. Erskine, who was 
about to proceed to the United States.— 
With respect to: the, instructions en this 
point, given to Mr. Erskine, it might be 
suffictent to remarl, that they were never 
carried into execution; butit may be ask- 
ed, whether it was a mark of friendly re- 
spect to the Untied Siates to employ for 
such a purpose a Minister with whom his 
Government had thought proper publicly 
to withdraw its confidence, and to the pe- 
culiar delicacy and embarrassment 
whose situation you have yourself referred, 
as accounting for his not having executed 
the task imposed upon him.—I must here 
repeat, what was suggested in my former 
letter, that the successor of Mr. Erskine is 
the proper functionary for a proper expla- 
nation, Nor can I perceive the force of 
your remark, that the delay incident to 
your arrival in the United States rendered 
it more consistent with the triendly senti- 
ments of his Majesty to press the- other 
channels for communicating the motives 
for his disavowal. ‘To your own re-consi- 
deration L appeal, which in the course most 
consonant to those friendly sentiments, was 
not the obvious one of employing the new 
organ, guarding at the same time against 
any misconstruction of the delay, by ap- 
prizing the American Government, through 
its Minister, of the cause of it. The suppo- 
sition that the delay incident to your mis- 
sion gave rise to the conversation of Mr. 
Canning and Mr. Pinckney, is not recon- 
cileable to the correspondence of the lat- 
ter, which contains no such indication. On 
the contrary, it distinctly shows that he 
was apprized of the intention to replace 
Mr. Erskine by a successor, whom he re- 
garded as the proper channel for the ex- 
= 
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planatory communications, that he under- 
stood Mr. Canning to be under the same im. 
pression, and that he ‘earned from yourself, 
not more than two days alter his conversa- 
tion with Mr. Canning, that you were to sail 
for the United States within three weeks.— 
Although it may not have been your inten- 
tion to have given to this subject a posture 
which it would not have naturally assumed, 
yet such has been the tendency of some of 
your remarks, and particularly of the con- 
clusion you have drawn from the two cir- 
cemstances; Ist, That no trace of com- 
plaint from this Government against the 
disavowal appears on the records of the 
British mission, or was distinctly announced 
by me in our conferences, and 2nd, that 
from the official correspondence of Mr. 
Erskine with his Government, it appears 
that although he did not communicate in 
extenso his original instructions, he submit- 
ted to me the three conditions therein spe- 
cified and received my observations on 
each.—If there be no trace of complaint 
against the disavowal in the archives of the 
nvission, it 1s because this Government 
could not have entered such complaint be- 
fore the reasons for the disayowal had been 
explained, and especially as the explana- 
tions were justly and confidently expected 
through the new functionary. Andyas to 
the supposed reserve on my part, on this 
subject in our several conferences} Edid ima- 
gine, that my repeated intimationst£o you of 
the necessity of satisfactory explanations, as 
to the disavowal, were suflicient indications 
of the dissatisfaction of this Government 
with respect in the disavowal itself.—The 
stress you have laid on what you have been 
pleased to state as the substitution of the 
terms finally agreed on, for the terms first 


proposed, has excited no small degree of 


surprise. Certain it is, that your pre- 
decessor did present for my: consideration 
the three conditions which now appear in 
the printed document; that he was dis- 
posed to urge them more than the nature 
of, two of them (both palpably inadmissi- 
ble, and one more than merely inadmissi- 
ble) could permit, and that on finding his 
first proposals unsuccessful, the more rea- 
sonable terms comprised in the arrange- 
ment respecting the Orders in Council 
were adopted. And what, Sir, is there in 
this to countenance the conclusion you 





have drawn in favour of the right of his 


_Britannit Majesty to disavow the proceed- 


ing? (To be continued. ) 
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